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BATTALION CHIEF KEMLY: Today's date is 
December 7, 2001. The time is 9:55 hours in the 
morning. This is Battalion Chief Ronald H. Kemly 
of the New York City Fire Department. 

I am conducting an interview with the 
following individual: William Horel of Engine 64, 
Firefighter 6th Grade, of the New York City Fire 
Department. 

The interview is being conducted at the 
quarters of Engine 64 regarding the events of 
September 11, 2001. 

Q. Firefighter Horel, would you tell me what 
happened in the events of September 11? 

A. Sure. We were assigned first to respond to 
35 engine for the staging area and met there with 
several other engine companies, and we were told to 
respond to the site, so we drove down to the site, 
parked near Chambers and West. 

Myself, Mike Ferrara, Vinnie Massa, Dave 

Moriarity and Lieutenant Steve O'Brien started to walk 
down West Street. We got to the corner of Vesey and 
West when the north tower started to collapse. 

At that point, I turned north on West and 


dove behind an ambulance. When the dust cleared, we 
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headed back towards looking for, you know, whatever we 
could do. 

We weren't given any specific assignment 
until much later in the day when we did the primary 
search of the Verizon building from the 11th floor to 
the 20th Floor. 

Don't really recall seeing any members of any 
other units going into the building, because we didn't 
get up right to where we could see the lobby or 
anything. We weren't that close before the collapse. 

Q. Is that it? Do you have any other 
recollection? 

A. Nothing. 

Q. Okay. I'll ask you a few questions, and 
maybe it will help you out. 

When you said you were told to respond, did 
anybody else respond with you? Any other companies? 

A. From 35, yeah, there was probably five or six 
other engine companies. I remember 83, I remember 50. 
There was either 96 or 94, or maybe both of them. I'm 
not sure. I know 50 and 83 were there, and 35. 

Q. Okay. Do you recall if they responded, they 
got there at the same time as you or -- 


A. We were actually the lead engine in the 
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convoy, so we pulled in first, but they were all right 
behind us. 

Q. Okay. 

A. All right behind us. 

Q. Do you recall if you reported in to anybody? 

A. We were working our way towards what we 
thought was the command post near Vesey and West, but 
as soon as the collapse came, we never got to report in 
to anybody at that point. 

Later on, there were smaller command posts 
set up all over that our officer checked in with, 
but... 

Q. Okay. After you got there, like you said, 
the collapse occurred very shortly afterwards. 

Did you happen to see -- maybe not 
companies. Did you happen to see any apparatus? 

A. One apparatus I noticed was 12 truck, because 
I had a couple of friends working at 12 truck, so I 
knew they would be down there. I saw the rig, but no 
members. 

Q. Okay. Where was that located? 

A. Right around the corner of Vesey and West, 
right where we were, a little bit farther in. 


Q. Okay. Was it intact or was it -- 
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A. It was intact. It wasn't damaged. 

Q. And afterwards? 

A. Yeah, after the collapse I noticed it. 

Q. Okay. 

A. So... 

Q. Any other things you can recall? As far as 


did you see any members? 

A. We stretched line, I remember, to the water. 
I guess it was, like, up to one of the boats, one of 
the marine units. 

Q. Right. That was after the collapse? 

A. That was after the collapse. 

Q. As you said, you hadn't seen any members or 
anything before that? 

A. No, not that I can recall. 

BATTALION CHIEF KEMLY: Okay. This concludes 


the interview. Thank you. 


